
 

      
 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 

  

    
 
 

  
 

    
 

      

     

      

     

      

    

      

          

      

          

      

     

      

     

Fabric Printing 

A Practical Guide to 
Printmoda Fabric 

Studio 
February 28TH, 2024 

Get Started Printing Fabric 

The PrintModa Fabric Studio printer (HLJF1) is a 

traditional wireless printer and a fabric printer. 

Paper is printed using the top tray (Tray One) 

and fabric is printed on a special roll of fabric 

installed in the bottom tray (Tray two). The 

fabric roll is 100% cotton fabric specially treated 

to receive ink and has a removable plastic backing to keep it smooth and rigid 

during printing. The printer comes with a sample roll of printable fabric (11.6” x 
1.4  yards  )  and sample  ink  cartridges  (Black  Inkjet  ink  - 

LC406BKS,  Cyan Inkjet  ink  - LC406CS,  Magenta  Inkjet  ink  - 

LC406MS,  and Yellow  Inkjet  ink  - LC406YS).  The  cartridges  

contain pigment-based  ink  specially  formulated for f abric 

printing.  See  addendum  below  for m ore  

information on the  ink.   

www.brother-usa.com/support 
(Self-Service/Email/Chat) 

1-877-BROTHER 
(1-877-276-8437) 

The Quick Support Guide should be in the 

box. (To access a digital copy or if it is lost 

“somewhere in the house”, go to the Brother 

USA Support website for the printer and 

select “Manuals”. The Quick Reference guide 
and other support documents are available 
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for download.) An interactive online User’s Guide is available on the Manuals 
support page. You can print the User’s Guide as a reference. Yes, you can print 

the manual to know how to use the new printer. (Not kidding.) 

Send print files to the printer via the Artspira app or 
computer or with a cable or USB drive. When getting 
started the simplest way to get quick results is with the 
Artspira app. Download the free app to a mobile device 
such as a phone or tablet. Use the QR code to find the app 
on your mobile device. On the screen of the printer, touch 
the Wireless icon on the bottom of the screen to connect 
the printer to a wireless network. Both the mobile device 
and the printer need to be on the same network. Create an 

Artspira account and look in the upper right corner to find instructions to connect the 

app to the printer. See more on creating a print file from the Artspira app see “Printing 
from the Artspira App” below. 

Connect the printer to a computer by installing the printer driver from the Brother 
Support website. All printers need a “driver” to send information to the printer. A driver 
is a piece of software to help your computer communicate with your printer or other 
connected devices. The driver also monitors the printer’s status. To find the webpage to 
download and install the driver, type in “brother-usa.com/support/hljf1”. Select 
“Downloads & Drivers” and follow the instructions. You will need to know the Operating 
System (OS) of your computer to select the correct driver for your personal computer. 
The Brother website also has instructions for installing a driver or ask any Millennial to 
do it for you. Your computer can have drivers for multiple printers. 

After selecting “Print” in any program on the computer, select the desired printer from 
the menu of available printers in a drop-down menu. See more on creating a print file in 
a computer program below. For those without a wireless home network or temporary 
loss of internet access, a print file can also be sent to the printer with a direct connect 
computer cable or USB. See the online User’s Guide for directions on directly connecting 
and using the USB for printing (see kind of a good idea to print at least that part of the 
User’s Guide, huh?). Check the remaining amount of Fabric Roll before printing. If there 
is not enough Fabric Roll for the page length you want to print, the machine may stop 
printing in the middle of the print job. Even if the remaining amount of Roll paper is 
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enough to fit your print job, the machine may leave a blank space at the bottom of the 
printout. 

Information on the Brother LC406 INK from the Brother Website 

The Brother LC406 ink cartridges used by the Brother PrintModa Fabric Printer are high-
quality pigment-based inks specifically designed for fabric printing. These inks typically 
provide better color stability and resistance to fading compared to some dye-based inks. 

Some inkjet printers use dye-based ink; some use pigment-based ink. Dye ink uses color 
substances dissolved in a liquid, while pigment ink uses small color particles held in a 
suspension. The water-soluble dye can be seen as sugar that dissolves in water, and the 
pigments as sand mixed in water. 

The initial print quality between dye and pigment ink is virtually the same. Both the 
vibrancy and color reproduction look very similar. It is hard to tell the difference between 
dye and pigment ink when comparing quality looking side by side. Dye-based inks are 
able to provide a wider color space for more vibrant and colorful prints but will come off 
when getting in contact with water unless printed on specially coated material. Pigment 
inks tend to be lighter in color than dye. They are more water-resistant while producing a 
truer solid black than dye. Pigment ink holds its color, quality, and vibrancy better than 
dye. 

Advice for Caring for Fabric Printed with Pigment-based Ink from the Brother 
Website 

After printing the fabric, allow it to dry for about 10 minutes. Soak and hand wash it for 
about 10 minutes with enough water to submerge it. Carefully shake off the water, and 
then lay it flat to air-dry. DO NOT wring to remove excess water. 

After washing and drying, use heat to fix the ink onto the fabric. This can be done 
through a heat press or by ironing the printed fabric with low to medium heat. The heat 
helps set the ink and improves its resistance to fading. 

Future washes (if needed): When washing printed fabric, follow the care instructions 
carefully. Use a mild detergent, and avoid harsh chemicals that may degrade the ink. If 
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possible, turn the fabric inside out before washing to reduce friction on the printed 
surface. 

Avoid Sun Exposure: Minimize exposure to direct sunlight, as UV rays can contribute to 
fading. If possible, display or store your printed fabrics away from windows or use UV-
protective coatings or treatments. 

Store Properly: Store printed fabrics in a cool, dry place to prevent environmental factors 
from affecting the ink. Avoid exposing them to extreme temperatures or humidity. 

Protect from Abrasion: Handle printed fabrics with care to minimize abrasion, which can 
wear down the printed surface over time. Avoid folding or stacking prints in a way that 
causes friction between them. 

How do I know if my printer ink is pigment or dye? If you put a drop of ink on plain paper 
(not photo paper) and let it dry, dye ink will wash off almost completely if you submerge 
the paper in water, where pigment ink will retain most of its color. 

Good to know that if the ink cartridges have reached the end of their lives when you are 
printing on Fabric Roll, you can replace them with new ink cartridges of the same color 
and continue printing. The color tone may be different after the ink cartridge 
replacement. 

Printing from the Artspira App 

The wireless Artspira app is the simplest method for printing and is perfect for your first 
project. This app connects not only to Printmoda, but also to Brother’s wireless 
Embroidery Machines , wireless Scan N Cut cutting machines and wireless sublimation 
printers. The app has a lot of free images (and embroidery designs and cutting designs 
and sublimation designs and project ideas) for printing with new ones added every 
month. A monthly subscription service is available with many, many more images (and 
embroidery designs and cutting designs and project ideas). The subscription service is 
not required to use the Printmoda printer from the Artspira app. The available print 
images are visible on the home page of the app. 

To create and print a project from the Artspira app, open the app and log in. Select 
Printing Designs from the top of the page to look though the designs dedicated to 
printing in categories. Select a Design or “+ New” then “Printing” to start a new design. 
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Select “Design Editor” to create a printing project from images in the app or your own 
photos. Select “Geometric Patterns” to create an overall kaleidoscope-like design from 
patterns or your photos. After selecting an option, select a page size. The page size can 
be changed at any time during the design process. Choose “Custom Size” to create a 
print up to 51.18”” long. Templates are available to make creating a project easy. 

On the bottom of the new project page, three options are available. Create an overall 
pattern or field of color with the first icon on the left. Use the Plus icon in the middle to 
add images from the Camera Roll on your mobile device or Printing Data within the app. 
Choose the “Aa” icon to add text. Stylized text for specific phrases is available under the 
“Logo” option in Printing Data. After choosing Camera Roll, take a picture with your 
mobile device built in camera (such as a non-digital photo) or select the “+” in the upper 
right to add photos to the available images. Transfer an image to your mobile device 
from the computer to use it in Artspira. A simple way to transfer an image (like from a 
Windows computer to an Apple iPad) is to email the image to yourself and save the 
image from the email on the mobile device. 

Choose a photo by touching it to place it on the page. Touch the photo on the workspace 
to select it and a thin blue line appears around the photo. Biometric touch screen 
controls on the mobile device work on the selected image. For example, using two 
fingers touch and move the fingers apart or together to change the size or rotate. A 
menu of edit controls is available on the bottom of the screen when an image is selected. 
The Size edit changes the image either proportionally or dis-proportionally by unlocking 
the Padlock icon. The size changes + or - one click at a time. (Super-duper slow.) Change 
the image using touch controls first, then refine the size using the Size edit function. 
Portrait Conversion to modify an image to simple lines is currently only available with an 
Artspira+ subscription. An image can also be modified using built in apps on your mobile 
device. A variety of included, free and paid apps are available for any mobile device. See 

Information on Editing a Photo for Printing from the Brother Website below for 
information on editing a photo for optimum printing results. To modify an image that has 
already been selected and is on the Artspira workspace, minimize the app. Edit the photo 
and save the changes in the Photo Album on your device. If the changes were applied to 
the photo chosen from the Photo Album, the changes will automatically appear in the 
image on the Artspira app. (So very cool!) 
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Information on Editing a Photo for Printing from the Brother Website 

Editing a photo for high-quality printing on fabric involves several considerations to 
ensure the best results. I understand that many of you don’t own expensive photo 
editing software so some of these suggestions won’t work for you. Here are some steps 
you can follow: 

• Start with a High-Resolution Image: Use a high-resolution photo to begin with. 
Higher resolution images contain more details and will result in a sharper print. 

• Choose the Right Color Mode: Ensure your image is in the CMYK color mode. This 
is the color mode used for printing, and it's different from RGB, which is used for 
digital displays. 

• Adjust Image Size and Resolution: Set the image size to the actual dimensions you 
want it to be printed on the fabric. Also, set the resolution to a minimum of 300 
pixels per inch (PPI) for high-quality printing. 

• Correct Color Balance and Saturation: Adjust the color balance and saturation to 
ensure accurate and vibrant colors. This is important because the way colors 
appear on a screen might differ from how they'll look in print. 

• Sharpening: Apply appropriate sharpening to enhance the details, but be cautious 
not to over-sharpen, as it can create artifacts. 

• Noise Reduction: Check for and reduce any digital noise in the image. Noise can be 
more noticeable in print than on a screen. 

• Use Adjustment Layers: Utilize adjustment layers in your photo editing software. 
This allows you to make non-destructive changes, preserving the original image. 

• Check for Distortions: Make sure the image doesn’t have any distortions or 
pixelation. Correct any distortions that may occur during resizing. 

• Save in the Right Format: Save your edited image in a format that supports high-
quality printing, such as TIFF or PNG. Avoid using lossy compression formats like 
JPEG, especially for intermediate saves. 

• Soft Proofing: Use soft proofing features in your photo editing software to 
simulate how the image will look when printed. This can help you identify and 
correct any issues before sending it to print. 

• Print a Test: Before printing the final version, consider printing a small test on the 
same fabric material to check for any unexpected issues and ensure the colors and 
details meet your expectations. 

www.moores-sew.com A Practical Guide to PrintModa Fabric Studio 6 



 

      
 

 

 

 
     

 

              

            

         

         

         

              

 

           

           

              

     

          

              

 

    

      

      

      

      

    

             

 

 

        

     

      

Printing from a Computer Program 

There are all kinds of reasons to print directly from a computer. Perhaps the biggest reason 

is a larger screen and using a mouse to edit the image. Another huge reason is the 

availability of powerful image creating and editing programs. (Ask any graphic designer.) The 

Brother Support website has step-by-step instructions for printing from different computer 

programs. The instructions for creating a document and printing from Microsoft Word are 

below because I am more familiar with that program. This handout is pretty, right? 

Printing from a computer program rather than from the Artspira app requires a little more 

user interaction. The Artspira app is designed specifically for the Printmoda printer so it 

does a lot of the setup for printing for you. Instructions from the Brother website for setting 

up printing in the printer pop up instruction window are included here in edited 

nonprofessional, non-engineer words, but check the actual website for instructions in 

“Engineer Speak”. (Bless the sewing engineers for they give us all this cool tech.) 

After selecting Print in the computer 

program of your choice and the HL-JF1 

printer, a pop up window appears for the 

set up of the printer. (A similar window 

appears for any printer. This window has 

specific instructions for that printer and 

your print file.) It’s important to know what the little boxes are referring to. 

Page  Size  is  the  size  you set  for your  print  file  in the  application you want  to print  use  to 

create  your  and print.  For  example,  you selected Letter  Size  (8  ½” x  11”)  or  Legal  Size  (8  ½” x  
17”).  Selecting page  size  for  your  print  file  (document)  lets  the  program  know  when to spill  

the  content  to a  new  page  because  it  is  too  much for one   page.  See  illustration below  (A).  

Print Size is the size you want to print the 

document. For example, a document can 

be printed larger or smaller. To save paper 
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you can print a lot of pages in Booklet form that has multiple pages on one sheet of paper. 

The printing is really, really small but that is what bifocals are for. (Besides use less paper 

and you helped save a tree. The Earth says “Thanks”!). See illustration above (B). 

Depending on the application you are using, there may be limitations on the page size you 

can choose. For example, I am writing this handout in an older version of Microsoft Word 

and it only lets me choose a custom page width of 22” and custom page length of 22”. That 
is not exactly banner or yardage length for fabric printing. So we will play by the program’s 
rules for creating a print file (document in Microsoft Word) and printing it bigger. Just 

because we can. 

The engineers say: 

“For larger size printouts, such as banners, create a smaller page size in your application 

and then enlarge it when printing using the Scaling option in the printer driver. Example 

: for a printout with the width of 297 mm and the height of 900 mm, create a page with 

the width of 99 mm and the height of 300 mm in the application you are using. The 

page size specified in your application in this example is three times smaller than the 

print size, but you can enlarge the page size when printing.” 

So what does that mean? Well first of all, the Printer (and just about all of the rest of the 

world) measures things in the metric system. If you are wondering why the width of the 

fabric roll is an odd Imperial measurement (11.69”), it’s because it is really 297 mm. Which 

is really still an odd number, but at least it is not in a fraction. (So to make things easy, get 

over it and use mm in the metric system to set the size of the document.) I am comfortable 

in Microsoft Word. I will use that program as an example. Let’s create a single page that 
works for the width of the fabric roll in the Printmoda printer and then we will make a super 

big printout using scaling. 
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In Microsoft Word, create a new document 

that when printed fits on the Scan N Cut 

12” square mat (about 11.69” x 11.69”). 
Choose Layout/Size/More Paper Sizes in the 

ribbon menu. Enter a custom size width and 

length of 11.69” or 297mm. The document 
will automatically change to a larger, wider 

page. Use the Insert option to create your 

print file (document). There are many 

options for inserting an image: clip art, 

shapes,  drawing under  shapes,  smart  art,  word art,  symbols  or  

charts into the document. When an object is selected, there are many editing features to 

control the look of the graphics. I found that the computer program supported more images 

on a page than Artspira did. Choose an Orientation for the Page; Portrait or Landscape. Even 

though this page is square, select the same orientation when printing. To simply create a 

larger “page” enter up to 22” in this program. Of course, a different program will have 

different options and may support much larger dimensions for large format printers. 

Printing a Large Page from Microsoft Word 

To create a printout that is larger than the maximum size page in your 

program create a page size that is smaller and then tell the printer to 

print the page in a percentage larger than the page. For example, to 

print a “page” the width of the fabric roll 11.69” (297mm) wide and 

35.43” (900mm) long, create a document that is one-third the size and tell the printer to 

print it three times larger. Enlarge the page size when printing to 297mm width and height 

of 900 mm. Therefore, choose "Fit to Fabric 

Roll Width (297mm)" in Scaling. Or use the 

Artspira app, just saying. 

After selecting print in the program, follow 

these steps to print your documents on the 

Fabric Roll. You must install the Brother HL-
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JF1 driver software on your computer if you want to print on 

the Fabric Roll. Make sure you have loaded Fabric Roll in Tray 

#2. Select your model's name, and then click the printer's 

properties or preferences button. The printer driver window 

and "Fabric Roll Settings tab" appear. In "Fabric Roll Settings 

tab" enter the size of the created document. 

Click the “Page Size” drop-down list, and then select “User 
Defined”. Type the width and height of the page created in 

your application or if the page size created in your application 

is not the same as the actual print size, type the page size. 

Select the “Save size as:” checkbox, and then type the size name you want to use. This step 

is essential when printing without borders on Fabric Roll. Finally, click “OK” to apply your 

page size settings and close the window. In the Page Orientation section, select 

the Portrait or Landscape option to set the orientation of your printout. If your application 

contains a similar setting, choose the same one here. 

In the Media Type drop-down list, select "Fabric" and the Print Quality. The choices for Print 

Quality are Fine and Eco Mode. I have had good results using the Eco Mode, but test to see 

what works best for your project. To get the best print quality for the settings you have 

selected, always set the Media Type option to match the type of paper you load. 

Make sure the correct page size is selected in the Page Size field, then click the Scaling drop-

down list, and then select the option to enlarge or reduce the page size, if needed. There 

are four options in the Scaling Drop Down list. What do they mean? 
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Off - Select this option to print your document without 

enlarging or reducing its page size. 

Specify Print Size - Select this option to enlarge or reduce 

the page size to fit on the specified print size. 

Fit to Fabric Roll Width (297mm) - Select this option to enlarge or reduce the page size to fit 

the width of the Fabric Roll. 

Fit to Fabric Roll Width (297mm Borderless) - Select this option to enlarge or reduce the 

page size to fit the width of the Fabric Roll and print without borders. 
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